LOVE
mingled with love. This seems crude and even ludi-
crous to anyone accustomed to think of love as ethereal
and in the soul, and economic production as base and
earthly. But we love with our bodies and we eat and
labour with our bodies, and deep love between two
persons is generally distinguished from more transient
forms of it by this test, that the two want to live
together and thereafter function as one economic unit
of society. As between the two, we know from
biology that love, in its sexual form, appears before
social economic production. But we also know that
economic production in its primary individual form
of metabolism, necessarily appears before love, for it
is the essence of life. In the primitive cell metabolism
exists before love has come into being. The cells at
first multiply by fission, as a kind of surplus anabolism,
and do not come together either in colonies (social
behaviour) or fused in pairs for propagation (sexual
behaviour). But because metabolism in the very dawn
of life's history precedes the relation of love, it does
not follow that love is a chance iridescence on life's
surface. Metabolism, in the yet not fully understood
affinity it demands among its protein molecules,
already contains at a material level the rudiments of
what men came to name Eros. Love must be implicit
in matter.
Both popular and philosophic thought has recog-
nised these deep foundations of love. Popular thought
has given the same name to the affective tie that binds
man and woman sexually, man and man in friendship,